
Alumnus of the Year

Paul Fuchcar, ’76

For Paul Fuchcar, leadership has been rooted 
in service. Shortly after graduating from Southern 
Adventist University, he began working with
underserved Tennesseans who struggled with
education and employment. In that role, Paul
quickly grew his program to offer services to 
Tennesseans in five counties. 

A second chapter of his professional journey unfolded at Chattanooga State
Community College and Erlanger Health System, where he led fundraising
initiatives. During this time, Paul continued to invest in his own education,
earning a master’s degree from Vanderbilt University and later a doctorate
from The University of Texas at Austin. A third and deeply personal chapter
began when Paul accepted the position of Executive Director at the Council
for Alcohol and Drug Abuse Services (CADAS) in 2004. As a person in long-
term recovery with more than 31 years of sobriety, the opportunity to serve at an
organization dedicated to recovery for individuals and families affected by
addiction held special meaning.

Under his leadership, CADAS provides medical detoxification, residential
treatment, halfway house programs, supportive housing, and prevention
services to more than 2,000 people each year, some as young as 13. With 270
residential beds and a mission to serve all, regardless of their ability to pay,
CADAS reflects Paul’s enduring belief in recovery and second chances. Paul’s
commitment to service extends beyond CADAS. He shapes state policy through
his work with the Tennessee Legislature and through his involvement with the
Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services
Planning and Policy Council, where he has served as chair, vice chair, and
member for more than a decade. 

He also served as an adjunct professor at the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga and Southern Adventist University, teaching both undergraduate
and graduate students. Over the years, Paul has served on the boards of the
Greater Collegedale School System, Georgia-Cumberland Academy, and St.
Jude Catholic School, as well as Moccasin Bend Mental Health Institute, the
Homeless Coalition of Greater Chattanooga, and TAADAS, a statewide trade
association dedicated to strengthening addiction treatment across Tennessee.

Paul and his wife, Valerie, are grateful supporters of Georgia-Cumberland
Academy. It is with great joy that the Alumni Advisory Council, together with
the Class of 1976, honor Paul Fuchcar for a life of service and love!
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