Alumna of the Year
Cindi Whitehead Young, 75

Congratulations to Cindi Whitehead Young, 75,
the Georgia-Cumberland Academy 2025

Alumna of the Year. Nominated by her classmates,
Cindi was chosen because of how she models the
GCA Mission Statement: To Know, To Love, To Serve.

Cindi grew up in the Southeast, eventually landing
in Atlanta—a place that became home. The Whitehead
family, which included dad, a church administrator; mom, a homemaker; older
brother Ron, and Cindi, was deeply involved in service to school and church.

Transferring from Atlanta Junior Academy her sophomore year, Cindi quickly
took to dorm life and the rich GCA experience. She fondly remembers Roger
Bothwell's sermons, Jan Haluska’s English classes, singing with the Reach Out
Singers and Camerata, banquets, Charlie Young's typing class, fire alarms
calling brave student firefighters to their duty, senior retreat and class trip, and
most of all, relationships with forever friends.

After graduation, Cindi attended Southern Missionary College where she
earned a bachelor’s degree in office administration. At SMC she also found her
forever love and partner in life, Martin Young. Their marriage of more than 46
years produced two children, Steven Young and Emily Young Maxie, GCA "06.

Cindi served at Southern Adventist University as Assistant to the Vice President
for Finance and Coordinator of Family Housing for Students and Staff. She was
responsible for working out the details of housing for thousands of students and
faculty through her 21 years of service. During those years Cindi found ways to
extend hospitality, provide a safe space for students and staff, and minister to
those within and outside of SAU. Helping people was her passion and her
employment gave her many opportunities to serve!

Since retiring, Cindi's hospitality and service activities have expanded. She was
asked to plan, coordinate, and execute community service projects for
thousands of Pathfinders at the International Pathfinder Camporee in Gillette,
Wyoming, in 2024. This volunteer role required two full years of trips to Gillette
to meet with local leaders and learn about community needs. Now, with that
huge project behind her, Cindi is serving her local community by coordinating
respite care for elderly couples.

It is with great joy that the Alumni Advisory Council, together with the class of
1975, honor Cindi Whitehead Young for a life of service and love!
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